Permaculture Design Course, Nature and Spirit
Westminster Woods, Occidental, CA, March 5-10 and March 26th-31*t, 2012

Core Instructor Bios

Kat Steele

Kat Steele is a Permaculture activist, designer, educator and founder of the Urban

Permaculture Guild in Oakland, CA. She facilitates worlcshops on ecological clesign,

sustainabi]itg and Permaculture as well as Publiclg speaks about eco-social clesign, citg
repair and the power of Placemaking. Trained in Ecovi”age Design with the Findhorn

Foundation of Scotland, Natural Builcling with Kleiwerks lnternational, and Permaculture

Design with the Occidental Arts and Ecology Center, she also holds an MA in Creative

Arts from San Francisco State University. She has served on the boards of Bay Area

nonPrmcit organizations devoted to peace, justice and sus’cainablity, the NorCal
Cl’lapter of Architects, Designers, Planners for Social Responsbwhtq (ADPSR) and
Bay Localxze in Oakland. 1n 2006 she became one of a 1,000 Climate Prolect trainees

emPowered to Present a version of Al Gore's Inconvenient Truth slide Presentahon. Kat recentlg moved to Bxg
Sur, CAto lead sustainability initiatives at the Esalen Institute. She is devoted to localization and community

resiliencg, beheving itto be a keg strategy towards sus’cainabilitg and “’cl’lriveabilitg.”

Jag Ma

JayMa isa Permaculture designer, Facilitator, natural builderj and communitg organizer
committed to cultural I'lealing tl'lrough Peacemaker Principles He received his first

Permaculture clesxgn certification through Naropa University in 2001, a B.A. througlﬁ

New Co”ege of California in Culture Ecologg, ancl Sustainable Commurnty with a
concentration in Eco—Dwe”xng & Natural buxlclmg. Jag Isa gracluate of the Pxoneering

two-year training intensive in Regenerative Design & Nature Awareness. Jag has

facilitated educational programs, retreats, workshops, and events as well as communitg

land cleve]opment Projects with organizations inclucling the Regenerative Design

Institute, the Institute of Noetic Sciences, Gaia University, Omega Institute, Harmony

Festival, and others. Jayis co-founder and director of programs and development of Living Mandala, and works
with other regenerative educators and institutions organizing educational courses, worksl'lops, and events for
ecological and social regeneration in the Pacific Northwest and begoncl‘ Heis curren’c]g an associate with Gaia

Universitﬂ in Organizecl Learning for Eco-Social Regeneration. Jay is also a certified Permaculture Teacher, a

Fire Walk Instructor through Sundoor | nternational, andis Passiona’ce about renewing Rites of Passage

exPerien’cia] Programs FOF PCOP!C O]C a” ages.
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Jettreg Adams

Jettreﬂ Adams is founder and Principai of terrasog/wa, an ecoiogical clesign
consulting and education firm synergjzing Practical experience and systems thinking
with a Passion for solution-oriented action to cultivate resiliencg tl'irougti Public and
Private cieSign and education PrOJects In 2010 Jettreg Prowcieci technical exPerience

and program development as Water Sustainabilit Coordinator for the innovative
prog P Y

10,000 Rain Gardens Pilot Program, a PartnerstnP between the Salmon Protection
and Watershed Network and Marin Municipai Water District. Over the Past decade

Jettreg has collaborated with a varietg of non~Protits, communitg groups, schools,

and individuals to raise awareness and build skills for sustainability and regenerative

iiving, inclucling G3 - the Green Gardens Group, the American Rainwater Catchment Systems Association, Los

Angeles Conservation Corps, Sacred Mountains Foundation in the Navajo Nation, AZ, Plenitud Iniciativas Eco-

educativas in Puerto Rico, ttie CamPus Center for APProPriate Tectmoiogu at Humboldt State University, and

Dai]g Acts in Sonoma County, CA among others. He ciesxgned his own |nterciisc1P||narg Bachelor of Science
degree at Humboldt State UniverSItg n lndigenous Tectinoiogu with a minor in Environmental Ettncs, andis
certified as a Permaculture Design Consultant, Qualified Water Efficient Landscaper, andin Greywater System
Design and Installation. He has also been an Accredited Professional ttwrougti the American Rainwater
Catchment Systems Association since 2009. With exPerience taciiitating woricstiops and imPiementing Prcy'ects
around the United States and working in the construction and ianclscape trades for 15 years, Jettreg t)rings a
Practicai and integratecl approacti to each ]:)roject. Jettrey was residential site manager for Sunrise Ridge
Gardens, a Permaculture insPireci J/~-acre lavender and mixed fruit orchard in West Sonoma county, CA from APril
2010 to Julg 2011 Jettrey has recentlg relocated to New Mexico to pursue a graciuate degree in Water Resources

while continuing to collaborate on ecoiogical design and education Prcy'ects.

SPencer Nielsen

SPencer Nielsen began his Permacu[turejourneg voiunteering on farms in New Zealand
in 2003, tl'xough ecologica] design and eco-systemic tl'xini<ing initiated his Patti from
the beginning. Growing up in the hills of Marin County and sPenciing summer’s in his
granciparents garden in Canada, SPencer continues to blend his Passion for wild and
tended Nature — ttirougiw work with goutti in the wild lands and farms & garciens‘

Spencer has a backgrounci in Ecologg and Environmental Education, and is currentlg

working on a master’s degree in lntegrateci Eco-Social Design with Gaia Universitﬂ.
He is weaving together his l:)assions for inner and outer nature, wild and tended. He s
currentlg directing his energy towards creating programs for Houtti rites of passage froma Permaculturai

Perspective. SPencer uses Permaculture PrinciPies to design his iite, his master’s ciegree, his 9outi1 programs,

weaving an ecologg of life. Spencer has studied Permaculture Design with the Regenerative Design Institute,

Permaculture Teactiing with Esalen Institute, and Edible Forest Garden Design with Southern Oregon

Permaculture Institute, as well as various teachers throughout northern California. with exPerience tarming,

garciening, mentoringgoutl'], guiciing vision quest, tacilitating the innerjourney, SPencer’s way of seeingis a

cross—Po”ination of wisdom traditions from around the world.
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